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MILLER-KEYSTONE BLOOD CENTER  
ENCOURAGING BLOOD DONATION AS PART OF  
PREMATURITY AWARENESS MONTH  
 
LEHIGH VALLEY, PA – This November, Miller-Keystone Blood Center is encouraging  

individuals to donate Pints of Hope in support of Premature Birth Awareness. 
 

“Approximately 500,000 premature infants are born each year in the United States,”  

says Marie Clemens, Corporate Director of Communications.  “Volunteer blood  

donors save lives because they are helping replace red cells, platelets and plasma that  

are often transfused in both premature infants and their mothers.” 

 

According to Sean Tinney, Director of Marketing, a premature baby may need a blood transfusion if the baby 

is very anemic or has severe jaundice.  

 

“The number of red blood cells (RBCs) declines after birth in all newborns,” Tinney explains. “RBCs carry 

oxygen throughout the body and it is vital that the baby has a certain amount. Babies born early may have a 

low level of RBCs because the part of the body that makes these cells (the bone marrow) does not yet have full 

function. This may require a transfusion.” 

 

During pregnancy and/or labor, an expectant mother may require a transfusion if diagnosed with anemia, RH 

disease, Thalassemia, Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP), or other illness.  Placental abruption or 

hemorrhaging would also require a transfusion. 
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To honor the courageous battle faced by these precious infants and their parents, Miller-Keystone Blood 

Center is encouraging individuals to donate blood during the month of November, which is recognized as 

Prematurity Awareness Month.  

 

“We’re suggesting that donors wear something purple when they donate blood, and share with everyone by 

posting photos on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, either tagging Miller-Keystone Blood Center or using the 

#MKBCdonate hashtag,” Tinney adds.  

 

Donors can also designate their donation in honor of Prematurity Awareness Month by using the donor group 

name “Premature Birth Awareness” or donor group ID #7550 at registration.  

 

For more information or to schedule a blood donation, call 800-B-A-DONOR (223-6667) or visit GIVEaPINT.org .  

 

For more information about Prematurity Awareness Month, visit the March of Dimes website at 

www.marchofdimes.org .   
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