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TRANSFUSION RECIPIENT MEETS FOUR OF HER
LIFESAVERS

MKBC's "Celebrate Hope" program began
approximately 10 years ago to reunite transfusion
recipients with some of the actual blood donors whose
selfless act impacted their lives.

At the MKBC Impact Awards, held on March 3,
transfusion recipient Victoria had the opportunity to
meet four of her lifesaving blood donors in person and
thank them for their generosity.

"It's because of donors giving blood that I was able to not only graduate high school,
but go to college, get married, and be here for my family... thank you from the
bottom of my heart," said Victoria, who was diagnosed with Sickle Cell Anemia at
the age of six months, and has received blood transfusions since that time and
currently every five weeks.

WATCH VICTORIA'S REUNION HERE

MILLER-KEYSTONE PRESENTS LOCAL LEADER AWARDS

Miller-Keystone Blood Center recently announced the recipients of its annual
Local Leader Awards. Established in 2014, the Local Leader Awards
recognize blood drive hosts who collect 200 or more lifesaving blood
donations within a calendar year. By hosting blood drives with MKBC, these
organizations strengthen the health and well-being of our families, friends,
neighbors, and the entire community.
 
“Our Local Leaders are game changers,” said Monika Kotlarska-Gross,
MKBC's Director of Donor Relations. “When it comes to blood collections,
these organizations don’t just support the Blood Center's mission... they
champion it.”
 
20 organizations reached the Local Leader milestone for total blood donations
collected in 2025, and were honored during the MKBC Impact Awards
ceremony held at DeSales University on March 3.
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Not All Heroes Wear Capes
HONORING OUR HEALTHCARE HEROES

To show our appreciation to the incredible healthcare heroes in
our community who dedicate their lives to helping others,
MKBC will once again be presenting these individuals with our
"Healthcare Hero" donor pin. Any hospital worker, medical
laboratory practitioner, EMS professional, or other healthcare
worker who donates blood at an MKBC donor center, MKBC

satellite location, select MKBC community blood drives, or blood drives held at a
healthcare facility in April or May will receive this special, limited edition "Healthcare
Hero Donor" pin as a token of our gratitude for your lifesaving work.

LEARN MORE HERE

FINAL DAYS FOR BLOOD DONOR MADNESS

MKBC's 2026 Blood Donor Madness competition launched on January 12 and
will be concluding this Friday, April 3!

13 regional colleges/universities have been competing for a $10,000 gift to
their scholarship fund. Leading the way is Lehigh University, followed by
DeSales University and Moravian University.*

https://www.giveapint.org/promotions/healthcare-hero-prom/


There's still a few days left to donate in honor of your
favorite college / university - when you arrive at one of
our donor centers, simply let the front desk know which
school you would like credited with your lifesaving blood
donation.

* donation totals as of 3.30.26

BLOOD DONOR MADNESS LEADERBOARD

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT
MKBC'S PODCAST?

There are currently 11 episodes of our "Your
Blood. Their Hope." podcast available on
Spotify, YouTube, Apple X, or wherever you
listen o your favorite podcasts... and
additional episodes will be added soon!

Click To Hear A Preview!

"YOUR BLOOD. THEIR HOPE." PODCAST LIBRARY

Myth: "I am deferred from donating
blood because of time I spent in

Europe."

Fact: In 2022, the FDA lifted the
restriction for individuals who lived in or
traveled to the UK, Ireland, and France between
1980 and 2001.

The restrictions, initiated due to fears of variant
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (vCJD) or "Mad
Cow" disease, were removed after research
determined the risk of transmitting the disease
via blood transfusion is negligible.

If you were previously deferred from donating
blood because of this restriction, and you meet
all general blood donor eligibility criteria,
you are most likely now eligible to donate for
the community blood supply!

CLICK HERE IF YOU HAVE AN ELIGIBILITY QUESTION
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SEARCH FOR A COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE NEAR YOU!
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Miss a previous edition of our e-newsletter? Click here for past issues!
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