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THE MEANING BEHIND THE RED CORDS

More Than 300 Regional High School Seniors Recognized As Lifesavers

More than 350 graduating seniors across the Greater Lehigh
Valley, Berks County, and Northeast Pennsylvania will wear red
cords at their commencement ceremonies in the coming weeks.
These cords won't be worn for academics or athletics, but for
helping save lives through blood donation.

The red cords are part of MKBC's Red Cord Program, which

recognizes high school seniors who have demonstrated an ongoing
commitment to supporting the region’s blood supply during their high

READ FULL STORY HERE

MKBC CELEBRATES LAUNCH OF BLOODHOUND i
AND BLOODHOUND lII

school years.

County Support Fuels MKBC's Fleet Rehabilitation Campaign

On May 28, MKBC celebrated the arrival and
launch of its two newest bloodmobiles,
Bloodhound Il and Bloodhound Ill, during a
special ribbon-cutting ceremony. Named in
honor of MKBC's beloved mascot, Half-Pint the
Bloodhound, the vehicles were made possible
through significant grant support from Lehigh
and Northampton counties.

According to Laurie Hackett, Chair of the
MKBC Board of Directors, the celebration represented more than the addition of two new

vehicles.

“It's about collaboration, partnership, and the shared commitment that made this progress
possible,” Hackett said. “Today’s celebration marks an important chapter in a much larger story.”
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The new bloodmobiles are part of MKBC'’s ongoing fleet rehabilitation campaign, an effort to
modernize its fleet and better serve donors, hospitals, and patients throughout the region.

To watch the full ribbon cutting event, including comments from Northampton County
Executive, Tara Zrinski, and Lehigh County Executive Joshua Siegel, click below.

WATCH OUR RIBBON CUTTING CELEBRATION HERE

WORLD BLOOD DONOR DAY 2026

Each year on June 14, countries around the world observe World
Blood Donor Day (WBDD), a global event dedicated to raising

awareness about the ongoing need for safe and continuous blood >
supply, while honoring the generous volunteer donors whose lifesaving '\

gifts help patients every day.

The 2026 theme, “Normalizing Voluntary Blood Donation,” encourages

communities to shift the perception of blood donation from an emergency response to a regular
act of care and civic responsibility. By promoting consistent, voluntary donations, the campaign
highlights the critical importance of maintaining a stable blood supply year round.

While approximately 60% of the U.S. population is eligible to donate blood, only about 3% donate
regularly. In recognition of World Blood Donor Day 2026, we encourage everyone to help spread
awareness about the need for a safe and reliable blood supply in our communities. After all, it is
only the blood on the shelves that can save lives!

SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT BLOOD DONATION HERE

ROCK-N-ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVE AGAIN IN 2026!
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MKBC is excited to once again partner with the Musie Sponsor - Care Patrol
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benefiting the Blood Center.

Lehigh Valley music icon Craig Thatcher and

his amazing group of musicians will return to

the Levitt Pavilion for a free community concert

in support of saving lives through blood

donation. MKBC'’s bloodmobile will be on-site

during the event to accept blood donations and

to schedule future appointments for those

unable to donate that evening. g Y

e

Last year's concert drew a standing-room-only MILLER-KEYSTONE

crowd, and we anticipate another incredible .
Sincere thanks to our 2026 event sponsors

turnout this summer. Mark your calendars and including Alcom Printing, Barry Isett &

join us on August 27 for an unforgettable Associates, Care Patrol of the Lehigh Valley
] i ] i ) & Upper Bucks, and Morton Brown Family

evening of music, community, and lifesaving Wealth.

impact!

CLICK HERE TO REQUEST

SPONSORSHIP INFO

UPCOMING PROMOTIONS & GIVEAWAYS

HEART & HUSTLE is a partnership opportunity designed to

?"W connect fitness communities with a life-saving mission.

» and Giveaways Supported by former NFL running back and fithess leader Andre

Williams, it brings together strength, friendly competition, and
community impact. Local gyms becomes part of something
bigger, turning everyday workouts into real, lifesaving action.

CRAYOLA EXPERIENCE: Save Lives and Unleash Your Creativity. Donate blood at any MKBC
donor center or select MKBC mobile drives, and you will receive one FREE general admission
ticket to Crayola Experience in Easton, PA! (while supplies last)

MAY 1 - JUNE 30: Saving Lives Never Tasted So Good. Individuals giving blood at our Allentown,
Bethlehem, Easton, Hamilton, Pittston, or Reading Donor Centers between May 1 - June 30 will
receive a voucher for a complimentary appetizer courtesy of Red Robin. In addition, donors can
enter to win a catering package for up to 25 people ($500 value)!

MAY 1 - MAY 31: Donor Center-Specific Promotions. We have partnered with the Lehigh Valley
IronPigs, Reading Fightin' Phils, Wilkes-Barre Scranton RailRiders and the State Theatre in Easton
for some great June promotions. To learn more, click below!

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS
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SUMMER T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY
BEGINS JULY 1

Donate blood at any MKBC Donor Center from July 1 - July 31,
and you will receive a complimentary, limited-edition MKBC t-
shirt (while supplies last)!

This year's theme is "Serving the Community - 250 Years."
Shirts will be available at our Bethlehem, Cedar Crest, Easton, Hamilton, Pittston, and Reading
fixed site locations beginning July 1 .

SCHEDULE YOUR LIFESAVING DONATION HERE

Have you visited our MKBC Donor Store lately? There's a few new additions to our inventory,
and our popular Holiday Peeps T-shirt has been reduced to just 400 points for members! Now's
the perfect time to grab it before its gone. Log into your donor portal and visit the MKBC Store

today to claim your favorites before inventory runs out!

LOG INTO YOUR DONOR PORTAL HERE

Myth: "The medications | take prevent me from donating
blood."
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Fact: Persons taking antibiotics for acne, rosacea
or prophylactically (such as prior to dental work)
are eligible to donate.

Persons taking antibiotics for any other reason are
eligible to donate the day after their last dose if
no longer experiencing signs or symptoms of

infection.

While some medications continue to defer
individuals from donating blood, either
temporarily or permanently, these guidelines
change from time to time... so if you were deferred
in the past, there is a chance you might now be
eligible!

Click here to see the most up-to-date Medication Deferral Listing.

CLICK HERE IF YOU HAVE AN ELIGIBILITY QUESTION

My husband experienced complications
after his recent surgery. He needed

to undergo an additional surgery to
remove a hemothorax. He underwent
three blood transfusions

and one of them was blood

donated by you. Thank you

for your generosity at this

critical time!

SEARCH FOR A COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE NEAR YOU!
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Miss a previous edition of our e-newsletter? Click here for past issues!

PLEASE ADD TO SAFE SENDER/WHITELIST FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS



https://www.giveapint.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MedicationDeferralList.pdf
https://www.giveapint.org/contact-us/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/thank-the-donor/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/thank-the-donor/
https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/zip
https://www.giveapint.org/media-center/mkbc-podcast/
https://www.giveapint.org/media-center/mkbc-podcast/
https://www.giveapint.org/hospitals/
https://www.giveapint.org/hospitals/
https://www.giveapint.org/careers/
https://www.giveapint.org/careers/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/veterans-still-serving/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/veterans-still-serving/
https://www.giveapint.org/about-us/
https://www.giveapint.org/about-us/
https://www.giveapint.org/frequent-lifesaver-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/frequent-lifesaver-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/universal-hero-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/universal-hero-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/platelet-warrior-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/platelet-warrior-club/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/thank-the-donor/
https://www.giveapint.org/programs/thank-the-donor/
https://mkbclegacy.org/
https://mkbclegacy.org/
https://www.giveapint.org/tech-heroes/
https://www.giveapint.org/tech-heroes/
https://www.giveapint.org/media-center/
https://www.giveapint.org/media-center/
https://www.giveapint.org/biolinked/
https://www.giveapint.org/biolinked/
https://www.giveapint.org/e-newsletter/

DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP . Google Play @ KB"S%%BFZ

TODAY!
Your Blood. Their Hope:
MILLER-KEYSTONE @ @ o ®

& BLOOD CENTER 800.B.A.DONOR | GIVEaPINT.org

SCAN HERE T0

Miller-Keystone Blood Center | 1465 Valley Center Parkway | Bethlehem, PA 18017 US
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