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A TRADITION OF GIVING

For Paula, giving blood was never a question of if -
only when. From her roots growing up in Pen Argyl,
through years of factory work and later at a local
pharmaceutical company, Miller-Keystone Blood
Center was simply where she always went when it
was time to give blood. Even then, she believed it was
simply an important thing to do.

That belief was only deepened over her 30-year career as an ER nurse in the Poconos.
Long before she retired, Paula had seen firsthand just what lifesaving blood could do like
helping trauma patients, burn victims, people battling cancer, and those living with
complex blood disorders. She figures she’s personally transfused hundreds of units of
blood over the years. Each one, she knew, represented a donor who had chosen to help
someone they would never meet.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

2026 BLOOD DONOR MADNESS CHAMPION
ANNOUNCED

On Thursday, April 9, MKBC announced the

winner of its 2026 Blood Donor Madness
competition during a Winners Announcement
and Wrap-up Celebration held at Coca-Cola
Park. The event took place in the BSI Corporate
Benefits Dugout Suite, with the official champion
announced on the field prior to the start of the
Lehigh Valley IronPigs game.

Lehigh University was named the 2026 Blood Donor Madness champion. Sponsored by
BSI Corporate Benefits and Capital Blue Cross, the annual campaign is designed to
boost blood donations across the region through a fun and friendly competition among local
colleges and universities. As this year’s winner, Lehigh University will receive a $10,000 gift
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to its scholarship program, generously provided by BSI Corporate Benefits, along with the
official MKBC Blood Donor Madness trophy.

READ MORE HERE

VETERANS STILL SERVING CAMPAIGN

It is always a privilege for our staff to present our blood

donors with an MKBC Challenge Coin, a token of

thanks and appreciation for their military service.

If you are an active or retired military serviceman/
woman and haven't already received your MKBC
Challenge Coin, be sure to let us know the next time
you visit us!

LEARN MORE HERE

HONORING OUR HEALTHCARE HEROES

To show our appreciation to the incredible healthcare heroes in
our community who dedicate their lives to helping others, MKBC
is once again presenting these individuals with our "Healthcare
Hero" donor pin. Any hospital worker, medical laboratory
practitioner, EMS professional, or other healthcare worker who
donates blood at an MKBC donor center, MKBC satellite

location, select MKBC community blood drives, or blood drives held at a healthcare facility

through the end of May will receive this special, limited edition "Healthcare Hero
Donor" pin as a token of our gratitude for your lifesaving work.

﻿In addition, the names of all individuals donating under their hospital/healthcare facility
MKBC group code will be automatically entered to win a four-pack of tickets
(including parking pass) to an upcoming Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs or
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Railriders game!

LEARN MORE HERE

UPCOMING PROMOTIONS & GIVEAWAYS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST - Crayola Experience: Save Lives and Unleash Your
Creativity. Donate blood at any MKBC donor center or select MKBC mobile drives, and
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you will receive one FREE general admission ticket to
Crayola Experience in Easton, PA!

MAY 1 - JUNE 30 - Saving Lives Never Tasted So
Good. Individuals giving blood at our Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton, Hamilton, Pittston, or
Reading Donor Centers between May 1 - June 30 will receive a voucher for a
complimentary appetizer courtesy of Red Robin. In addition, donors can enter to win a
catering package for up to 25 people ($500 value)!

MAY 1 - MAY 31 - Donor Center-Specific Promotions. We have partnered with the
Lehigh Valley IronPigs, Reading Fightin' Phils, Wilkes-Barre Scranton RailRiders and the
State Theatre in Easton for some great May promotions. To learn more, click below!

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

Myth: "I an unable to donate ﻿
﻿because I had cancer."

Fact: If you have been diagnosed with Basal
Cell or Squamous Carcinoma of the skin,
and/or with Melanoma, you may be
eligible to give blood after evaluation by our
Medical Director.

If you were diagnosed and underwent
treatment for another form of cancer, you will
be eligible to donate blood one (1) year after
recovery, assuming that you meet all other
general eligibility guidelines for blood
donation.

However, individuals with any type of blood cancer (such as leukemia or lymphoma) are
not eligible to donate.
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If you were previously deferred from donating blood after a cancer diagnosis, but you have
now recovered and meet all general blood donor eligibility criteria, you may now be
eligible to donate for the community blood supply!

CLICK HERE IF YOU HAVE AN ELIGIBILITY QUESTION

SEARCH FOR A COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE NEAR YOU!
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Miss a previous edition of our e-newsletter? Click here for past issues!

PLEASE ADD TO SAFE SENDER/WHITELIST FOR FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP
TODAY!
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