
COMMUNITY
  CONNECTION

A  M I L L E R - K E Y S T O N E  B L O O D  C E N T E R  P U B L I C A T I O N

SUMMER  2026

IN THIS ISSUE

DONOR CENTER LOCATIONS: 1255 S. Cedar Crest Boulevard, Suite 1300, Allentown, PA 18103 • Five City Center, 740 Hamilton  
Street, Suite 120, Allentown PA  18101 • 1465 Valley Center Parkway, Bethlehem, PA  18017 • 3765 Nicholas Street, Suite B,  
Palmer Township, PA  18045 • 2745A Leiscz’s Bridge Road, Reading, PA 19605 • 400 Route 315, Suite E, Pittston, PA 18640

SATELLITE LOCATIONS: Western Pocono Community Library, 131 Pilgrim Way, Brodheadsville, PA 18322 • Trinity Evangelical  
Lutheran Church, 102 N. Hellertown Avenue, Quakertown, PA 18951 • Plainfield Volunteer Fire Company, 6480 Sullivan Trail, Wind Gap, 
PA 18091 • St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1105 E. Lincoln Highway, Exton, PA  19341 • St. Luke’s Hospital – Monroe Campus, 100 St. Luke’s 
Lane, Stroudsburg, PA  19360

partners who contribute to its success. Award 
recipients included blood drive coordinators, 
volunteers, funders, blood drive hosts, and 
community partners representing businesses, 
schools, colleges, churches, community organi-

zations, and regional 
hospitals. 

“Our Impact Awards 
were created as a way 
to say thank you and 
celebrate the incred-
ible difference our 
blood donors, blood 
drive hosts, blood  

drive coordinators, funders, volunteers, and 
ambassadors make—not only for our organi-
zation, but for our entire community,” said  
Rami Nemeh, President & CEO.  

more than the addition of two new vehicles.
“It’s about collaboration, partnership, and  

the shared commitment that made this progress 
possible,” Hackett said. “Today’s celebration marks 
an important chapter in a much larger story.”

The new bloodmobiles are part of MKBC’s  
ongoing fleet rehabilitation campaign, an effort  
to modernize its fleet and better serve donors, 
hospitals, and patients throughout the region.

Continued on p. 2

Continued on p. 3

BLOOD CENTER ANNOUNCES  
IMPACT AWARD RECIPIENTS

MKBC CELEBRATES LAUNCH OF  
BLOODHOUND II AND BLOODHOUND III
County Support Fuels MKBC’s Fleet Rehabilitation Campaign

This past Spring, Miller-Keystone Blood Center 
(MKBC) hosted its annual Impact Awards celebra-
tion, recognizing excellence, innovation, and  
the extraordinary individuals and organizations
whose support helps save lives throughout  
our community.

The event served  
as an opportunity  
to express gratitude  
for the many people 
who make MKBC’s 
work possible each 
day: ensuring blood  
is available for patients 
when and where it is needed most.

In addition to honoring individuals who 
achieved Gallon Donor milestones and recog-
nizing Universal Heroes, Platelet Warriors,  
and Next Gen Donors, MKBC celebrated the many 

Miller-Keystone Blood Center (MKBC) recently  
celebrated the arrival and launch of its two newest 
bloodmobiles, Bloodhound II and Bloodhound III, 
during a special ribbon-cutting ceremony. Named 
in honor of MKBC’s beloved mascot, Half-Pint the 
Bloodhound, the vehicles were made possible 
through significant grant support from Lehigh 
and Northampton counties.

According to Laurie Hackett, Chair of the MKBC 
Board of Directors, the celebration represented 
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A publication designed to  
inform our community about  
the programs and services of the 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center.
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Download the MKBC Donor Mobile App  
for your Android or Apple device! 

HAVE YOU VISITED  
US LATELY TO 
DONATE BLOOD? 
Scan the  
QR code and let  
us know how  
we’re doing!

MKBC congratulates this year’s Impact Award 
recipients and extends its sincere appreciation for 
their commitment, generosity, and dedication to 
helping strengthen the blood supply and support 
patients across our region.

IMPACT AWARD RECIPIENTS   Continued from p. 1

��    BLOOD DRIVE OF THE YEAR – COMMUNITY: 
Kempton Excavating / Kempton Community  
Blood Drive (Kempton, PA)

��    MKBC AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR: 
Sofia Groves (Allentown, PA)

��   MKBC VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR:  
Shayne Murray (Easton, PA)

 
ANGELA HOHL AWARD FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

BLOOD DRIVE OF THE YEAR: Bethlehem 
Area Vocational Technical School  

(Bethlehem, PA)

 
BLOOD DRIVE OF THE YEAR – BUSINESS:  

Aman’s Artisan Indian Cuisine (Easton, PA)

���   Thanks to our event emcee Craig Stevens.

��   GEORGE ASHMAN AWARD FOR BLOOD DRIVE  
COORDINATOR OF THE YEAR: Kevin Unger,  
St. Peter’s UCC (West Lawn, PA)
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BLOODHOUND II AND BLOODHOUND III LAUNCH   Continued from p. 1

Lina Barbieri, MKBC’s Chief Philanthropy 
Officer, thanked both counties for their invest-
ment in the project.

“Their partnership and support have had a 
direct and lasting impact on Miller-Keystone’s 
ability to serve our community,” Barbieri said.

Northampton County Executive Tara Zrinski 
emphasized the importance of investing in 
community health initiatives.

“Our job is to invest in the things that keep 
people safe, healthy, and connected. This is 
one of those investments. It’s practical, mean-
ingful, and it will make a real difference in the 
lives of people in our community,” she said.

Lehigh County Executive Joshua Siegel 
praised both MKBC and local blood donors.

“At the end of the day, the real heroes are 
the people who will step onto these buses 
to donate because they know they can save 

a life. The quiet heroes who understand that 
every donation makes a difference,” Siegel said. 
“That’s the power of community.”

MKBC President & CEO Rami Nemeh 
noted that bloodmobiles bring opportuni-
ties to donate directly to workplaces, schools, 
churches, community centers, and other loca-
tions, while ensuring hospitals have the blood 
products patients depend on every day.

“Bloodhound II and Bloodhound III repre-
sent a significant step forward in reliability, 
safety, and donor experience,” Nemeh said. 
“They are built to serve our community for 
years to come.”

On behalf of everyone at MKBC, thank you 
to the counties of Lehigh and Northampton, 
along with all supporters of our fleet rehabili-
tation campaign. Keep an eye out for Blood-
hound I, II, and III  in your community!

CONGRATULATIONS TO MKBC’S DR. KIP KUTTNER,  
VP/MEDICAL DIRECTOR, who was recently presented with the Thomas F. 

Zuck Lifetime Achievement Award by America’s Blood Centers. Dr. Kuttner received 
this award for more than 30 years of distinguished service to the Blood Center and the 

blood banking community as a leader, mentor, teacher, and advocate. 

>

���   Thanks to our event emcee Craig Stevens.

���   Local government officials and state repre-
sentatives are joined by MKBC board members 
and staff to cut the ribbon and celebrate the 
arrival of our two new community bloodmobiles!

THANK YOU TO THE COUNTIES  
OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,  
ALONG WITH ALL SUPPORTERS  
OF OUR FLEET REHABILITATION  
CAMPAIGN.
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Victoria was diagnosed with sickle cell  
disease at just six months old and has  
relied on the generosity of blood donors 
throughout her life. Today, she receives 
blood transfusions every five weeks at 
Geisinger. During the Blood Center’s Impact 
Awards, a special “Celebrate Hope” event 
gave Victoria the opportunity to meet some  
of the individuals whose blood donations  
have helped sustain her life.

“I don’t know a life without sickle cell,” 
Victoria shared. “As a child, I was constantly 
in the hospital. There was one instance 
where I was on the brink of a coma, and  
it was someone’s blood that helped me 
survive the virus I was fighting. That gave 
me the hope that I still have today.”

For one of Victoria’s donors, Kathryn,  
the experience was equally meaningful.

CELEBRATE HOPE EVENT HONORS  
THE POWER OF BLOOD DONATION 

“When I received the call that I could actu-
ally meet someone who received my blood, I 
was extremely excited,” Kathryn said. “I was also 
a little nervous to meet someone who feels 
this is such a big gift, when for me, it’s simply 

something I believe we should do for everyone 
in our community.”

Victoria expressed deep gratitude for the 
donors who have made so much possible  
in her life.

“I have a lot of love for blood donors,” she 
said. “If it wasn’t for their donations, not only 

would I not be alive, but I wouldn’t have 
gotten through high school and college, 
be working part-time in spiritual care for 
hospice, gotten married, or be here for  
my family.”

She concluded with a heartfelt message 
on behalf of others living with sickle  

cell disease.
“I know I represent many people who 

receive blood, but I also represent so many 
sickle cell warriors who are still fighting,” Victo-
ria said. “So I want to speak for those receiving 
your blood and going through treatments  
right now. Thank you. Thank God. Thanks to  
my husband and family. Thanks to all of you, 
from the bottom of my heart.”

To watch the emotional reunion between 
Victoria and her blood 
donors, scan the QR code 
or visit our You Tube 
channel at https://www.
youtube.com/ 
millerkeystone.

  Sickle Cell Warrior and blood recipient, Victoria 
(left), meets one of her lifesaving blood donors,  
Adriana, during a very special “Celebrate Hope” event.

Photo: CraigThatcher.com

Thursday, Aug. 27 | 7:30 PM
Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks, Bethlehem

Sponsored by Alcom, Barry Isett & Associates, Care Patrol,  
Corporate Images, First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union,  
Kitchen Magic, Morton Brown Family Wealth, and WFMZ

Blood Drive:  3:00 PM – 8:00 PM

ROCK & ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVE  
WITH THE CRAIG THATCHER BAND!

Scan here to schedule 
your donation on  
8/27 at ArtsQuest!

Join MKBC and our event sponsors at the Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks on Thursday, 
August 27, for a special performance by the incredible Craig Thatcher and his 
band. While you’re there, take some time to donate blood on our MKBC  
bloodmobile, or visit our table to schedule a donation at any MKBC Donor  
Center location. For more info, visit GIVEaPINT.org! 



55S U M M E R  2026

THE MEANING BEHIND THE RED CORDS
More Than 300 Regional High School Seniors Recognized as Lifesavers

Hundreds of graduating high school seniors across the Greater 
Lehigh Valley, Berks County, and Northeast Pennsylvania wore 
red cords at their commencement ceremonies this spring – not 
for academics or athletics, but for helping save lives through 
blood donation and volunteer service.

The red cords are part of Miller-
Keystone Blood Center’s (MKBC) Red 
Cord Program, which recognizes high 
school seniors who have demonstrated 
an ongoing commitment to support-
ing the region’s blood supply during 
their high school years.

“Miller-Keystone Blood Center 
launched its Red Cord Program 
approximately ten years ago,” said 
Monika Kotlarska-Gross, Director of 
Donor Relations at MKBC. “Students at 
participating high schools who donate 
blood at least four times during their 
high school career qualify to receive  
a red cord to wear at graduation.”

High schools that host blood drives 
with MKBC must opt-in to participate 
in the Red Cord Program. Students 
who are unable to donate blood for 
medical or other reasons may still 
qualify for a red cord by volunteering 
at their school’s blood drive events.

“Our Red Cord Program is designed to recognize students 
for making meaningful contributions to their community as 
blood donors or blood drive volunteers,” Kotlarska-Gross said. 
“More importantly, it helps encourage these young adults to 
become lifelong blood donors and engaged community  
members who understand the importance of maintaining  
a safe and stable blood supply.”

The recognition comes at a critical time. The United States 
continues to face ongoing blood shortages, with younger 
donors representing a declining percentage of the donor 
population. While approximately 62% of Americans are eligible 
to donate blood, only about 3% donate regularly. Region-
ally, nearly 60% of MKBC’s donor base is over the age of 55, 
while just 5% of donors are between the ages of 16 and 24. 
This disparity is especially concerning, as younger genera-
tions are not replacing older blood donors at the same rate.

“About one in four people will require a blood transfu-
sion at some point in their lives,” Kotlarska-Gross said. “By 
introducing blood donation to students while they are still 
in high school, we hope to inspire a new generation of life-
long, repeat blood donors who will help sustain the blood 

supply for years to come.”
During the 2025–2026 academic year,  

72 high schools hosted blood drives in part-
nership with Miller-Keystone Blood Center, 
with 50 of those schools participating in the 
red cord program. Among them, Freedom 
High School (Bethlehem, PA), Daniel Boone 
Area High School (Birdsboro, PA), and Twin 
Valley High School (Elverson, PA) will recog-
nize the largest number of students wearing  
red cords at graduation ceremonies this year.

In total, 352 students across the region 
will graduate wearing the red cord - a symbol 
of compassion, service, and the lifesaving 
impact they have already made within their 
communities.

“Across the United States, someone 
receives a blood transfusion every two sec-
onds,” Kotlarska-Gross said. “It may be a cancer 
patient, an accident victim, a premature baby, 
a surgery patient, or someone living with an 
inherited blood disorder. We hope students 

wear their red cords with pride, knowing they have already 
helped save lives even before receiving their diplomas.”

HUNDREDS OF  
GRADUATING HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS ACROSS 

THE GREATER LEHIGH VALLEY, 

BERKS COUNTY, AND NORTHEAST 

PENNSYLVANIA WORE RED CORDS 

AT THEIR COMMENCEMENT  

CEREMONIES THIS SPRING 

FOR HELPING SAVE LIVES 

THROUGH BLOOD DONATION AND 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE.



6 CO M M U N I T Y CO N N E C T I O N 

Some bonds are forged in war. Others are 
forged in service. And sometimes they are 
forged in the simple act of saving a life.
At a lunch table on a Wednesday afternoon, three Vietnam vet-
erans gather around a table, joking, trading stories, giving each 
other a hard time, in order to tell their story of newfound  
friendships through the act of giving blood. 

They didn’t grow up together. They didn’t serve in the same 
unit. In fact, for most of their lives, they were complete strangers.

Their bond was formed not in wartime Vietnam, but in the 
donor chairs of a blood center in Pennsylvania.

And from those chairs, a brotherhood between Chuck Durback,  
James Hanlon and Jim “Woody” Wood was born.

Three Separate Lives, Now Intertwined
Long before their paths converged, each man lived a life shaped 
by service, sacrifice, and survival.

✯ CHUCK DURBACK ✯
Chuck was just 18 when he left home. He and his high-school sweet-
heart, Linda, had just welcomed their daughter in October 1967.  
Two months later he was in Vietnam, serving as a flight mechanic  
on helicopters. The missions were constant. The risks were constant. 
The trauma, constant.

He survived, came home, and built a life with Linda, working for 
Metz Company for more than thirty-six years. It was there, decades 
ago,  that he began donating blood simply because a group of 
coworkers was going. That small decision led to a lifetime of giving: 
21 gallons  of whole blood and counting. 

He kept donating through work, through retirement and through 
the grief of losing Linda to cancer.  And, even though his own cancer 
treatments now temporarily prevent him from donating, he already 
has a date circled in his mind.

“October,” he says with a quiet smile. “I’ll be back in October.”

✯ JIM “WOODY” WOOD ✯
Woody’s father told him, “Join the Coast Guard, you won’t go  
to Vietnam.”

Life, as it turns out, had other plans.
He served in the Arctic, then Antarctica, and then Vietnam. 

Before deployment to Vietnam, he underwent intense special 
operations training with Navy SEALs. He learned every weapon. 
He learned to survive with no water. He learned to control fear, 
pain, and emotions, even in a coffin sized box. 

After the war, Woody joined the National Ski Patrol at Cam-
elback. When a fellow patroller was seriously injured, not while 
patrolling, but while working his roofing job and falling off a 
roof, his injuries required massive transfusions. Woody immedi-
ately stepped up to donate.

He’s been donating ever since.
Today, he’s surpassed 100 gallons of platelets and still 

donates regularly with the same quiet discipline he carried 
through war.

✯ JIM HANLON ✯
Jim Hanlon was an infantryman in Vietnam. He recalls long 
weeks trekking through jungle heat, watching for the enemy, 
trying to stay alive. He came home with a soldier’s scars but also 
a powerful sense of humor that eventually earned him a reputa-
tion as the one who could make anyone laugh.

He worked as the facilities manager at Saucon Valley Country 
Club. When a coworker needed blood for triple bypass surgery  
at a time when families were asked to replenish the units used, 
Jim donated without hesitation.

It became a lifelong habit.
He’s now well over 100 gallons of platelets, despite a decade-

long pause for health issues, and remains a fixture at the  
Bethlehem site, where his stories and laughter fill the room.

BROTHERS IN BLOOD: 
HOW THREE VIETNAM VETERANS FOUND HEALING, PURPOSE, 
AND EACH OTHER THROUGH THE SIMPLE ACT OF GIVING
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MORE THAN 200 MEETINGS LATER,  
               THEY’RE STILL DONATING TOGETHER.

remembers the friend who once needed blood. Jim remembers the 
injured soldiers he saw long ago. Chuck simply wants to help, the 
same way he always has.

A sense of duty that never left them. They served their country.
Now they serve their community. 
They say they’re grateful: Grateful to have served. Grateful to  

have come home.
Grateful for their families, the lives they built, and the days they’ve 

been given. And they are grateful for the chance to give back, 
whether in a support meeting or in a donor chair.

Three Men, One Mission
They lived separate lives for decades. Now, they walk forward together.

And in that donor room, three Vietnam veterans have become a 
living reminder that service does not end when the uniform comes 
off. Their war may have ended half a century ago, but their mission 
continues, one donation, one meeting, one act of generosity at a time.

One brotherhood, bonded in service, strengthened by sacrifice,  
and carried forward in blood.

A Hat, A Comment, A Conversation –  
The Beginning of a Brotherhood 
The friendship of this cast of characters began not with a 
dramatic moment, but with two hats.

Woody walked into the donor center wearing his Coast 
Guard cap. Across the room, Jim Hanlon spotted it. Jim, 
wearing his own Vietnam veteran hat, made a comment. 
Woody replied. They talked. And talked.

Within minutes, they realized they shared memories, 
experiences, and emotional scars only another veteran 
could understand. Woody mentioned a local support 
group he attended. Jim joined him.

More than 200 meetings later, they’re still going 
together.

Then, after COVID restrictions eased, Chuck returned 
to the donor center for the first time in months. Woody 
was there that day, another hat, another spark of recogni-
tion. Another conversation that turned into a connection.

Soon, the three men discovered that though they 
couldn’t always schedule their blood donations together, 
though Jim and Woody often do, they 
still found ways to get together. They rib 
each other, encourage each other, and, 
without ever explicitly saying it, continue 
healing together.

They didn’t just find fellow donors. 
They found brothers.

Serving Long After the Uniform Was Hung Up
Their bond now extends far beyond blood donation.

Together, Chuck, Jim, and Woody are pillars of several veteran  
support groups. They help others navigate the invisible wounds of war, 
PTSD, trauma, disability, illness, guilt,  loneliness. They guide veterans 
toward benefits, offer help during crises, and check in on those who 
have no one else.

They’ve lived the darkest parts of war. They’ve lived the long quiet 
afterward. They understand each other and those they serve. The  
brotherhood they found at Miller Keystone has strengthened their 
resolve to keep helping others.

Ask them why they still give blood,  
and you’ll get humor first:
Chuck will tell you it’s because he likes the ego boost of earning new 
gallon pins.

Jim and Woody insist they’re racing each other to see who finishes first.
But beneath the jokes lies something steadier, deeper: Woody 

BROTHERS IN BLOOD: 
HOW THREE VIETNAM VETERANS FOUND HEALING, PURPOSE,  
AND EACH OTHER THROUGH THE SIMPLE ACT OF GIVING
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Miller-Keystone Blood Center (MKBC) recently announced the recipients of its annual Local Leader 
Awards. Established in 2014, the awards recognize blood drive hosts that collect 200 or more 
lifesaving blood donations within a calendar year. Through their partnership with MKBC, these 
organizations play a vital role in strengthening the health and well-being of families, friends, 
neighbors, and communities across the region.

“Our Local Leaders are game changers,” said Monika Wiegers, MKBC Director of Donor Rela-
tions. “When it comes to blood collections, these organizations don’t just support our mission, 
they champion it.”

Wiegers emphasized that hosting a blood drive is about more than collecting donations.
“Hosting a blood drive brings people together around a shared purpose,” she said. “The impact 

is both real and meaningful, providing hope to patients who depend on blood as medicine.”
This year, 20 organizations achieved the Local Leader milestone and were recognized during 

the MKBC Impact Awards ceremony in March. Recipients include: 

MILLER-KEYSTONE PRESENTS ANNUAL LOCAL LEADER AWARDS
Blood Drive Hosts Recognized for Collecting 200 or More Donations in 2025

EAST PENN MANUFAC TURING............................................................. 770 units
PEDIATRIC CANCER FOUNDATION OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY............... 401 units
ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH......................... 340 units
READING HOSPITAL – TOWER HEALTH................................................ 338 units
KEMPTON EXCAVATING / KEMPTON COMMUNIT Y.............................. 334 units
DANIEL BOONE HIGH SCHOOL – ANGELA HOHL MEMORIAL............. 325 units
ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL – BETHLEHEM CAMPUS.................................... 290 units
LEHIGH VALLEY HEALTH NET WORK – CEDAR CREST.......................... 265 units
BOYERTOWN COMMUNIT Y.................................................................. 253 units
AIR PRODUC TS – WORLD HEADQUARTERS......................................... 239 units
IN MEMORY OF ALLISON PERNO......................................................... 239 units

GEISINGER MEDICAL CENTER.............................................................. 239 units

LEHIGHTON COMMUNIT Y BLOOD DRIVE............................................ 232 units

FLEET WOOD HIGH SCHOOL................................................................ 229 units

INDIAN VALLEY COMMUNIT Y BLOOD DRIVE....................................... 224 units

ARTSQUEST / LEVIT T PAVILION / CRAIG THATCHER BAND................. 221 units

ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH................................................................ 218 units

ENERSYS............................................................................................... 214 units

ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST............................................ 213 units

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL – MONROE CAMPUS......................................... 201 units

  Sue and Harvey Hohl (right) joined students and faculty 
from Daniel Boone Area High School to celebrate the school’s 
recognition as an MKBC Local Leader.

�    MKBC’s Barbara Gates, Account Manager (left), and Rami 
Nemeh, President & CEO (right), smile for the camera with 
East Penn Manufacturing’s Jenn Birch.

�     Thank you to St. Luke’s University Health Network for 
your support, and congratulations on once again being 
named as an MKBC Local Leader!

�   Congratulations to the Pediatric Cancer Foundation of the 
Lehigh Valley on receiving a 2025 Local Leader Award.
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“�I  just wanted to say thank you ver y much for donating your blood. Your donation helped 

my 13-year-old daughter, and we are ver y grateful for that. May God bless you always!”

H E R E A R E J U S T A F E W R E C E N T LY R E C E I V E D M E S S AG E S:

“ �Thank you for taking the time to make your donation. My mom, 77, has internal  

bleeding and is now strong enough for the testing to figure out where she is losing  

the blood from.  So thank you again, and know that her kids, grand kids and  

friends are all  thankful for more days with her because of you.”

“ �Thank you for donating. Your platelets were given to  

a mother who under went an emergenc y hysterectomy  

during a C-section.”

“�I  am currently receiving a transfusion of platelets that you donated and wanted to  

thank you for your time and kindness. I  am a 50-year-old mother to three amazing  

daughters and I was blindsided in August with a leukemia diagnosis. I  am recovering  

from a bone marrow transplant and literally would not be alive without people like  

you who are donating blood and platelets. Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

“ �Thank you, donor!  Your blood saved my husband’s life in the emergenc y room 

about 3 weeks ago. Thank you for donating your blood!”

“ �Thank you so much for your donation! It allowed my 

dad to have a possibly cancerous tumor removed!”

Thank the Donor®” (TtD) is a program that allows blood donors  
and transfusion recipients to connect anonymously, enabling  
the recipient to thank the donor for their lifesaving generosity  
via email. Since our TtD program launched, more than 1,000 
blood donors have received email appreciations from grateful 
transfusion recipients, thanking them for their lifesaving gift. 

“My 5-year-old daughter who is currently  
fighting an extremely rare cancer received your 

blood today. Thank you for saving her life.  
You are amazing.”
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OUT&ABOUT

Thanks to MKBC team members HANNAH HENNINGER and JESSICA GAUTHIER,  
who recently visited Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School to speak with the  
amazing students in the phlebotomy program about what it means to work for  
a community blood center.

Thanks to B. Braun’s ALLISON LONGENHAGEN, pictured with MKBC’s 
Rami Nemeh and Lina Barbieri, who recently visited us for a tour of 
our Bethlehem headquarters! IN MEMORIAM

The Blood Center recently shared the passing  
of longtime MKBC family member, EDWARD  
MUSCHLITZ. In addition to donating more than  
110 gallons of blood, Ed was also a  dedicated  
MKBC volunteer, giving more than 10,000 hours  
of service to our organization. He will be  
deeply missed.

>

>

>
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100
Gallon
David G

75
Gallon
Roger L

THE BLOOD CENTER RECENTLY  
RECOGNIZED THE  

AMAZING  
ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THREE BLOOD DONORS
Their unwavering dedication has saved the lives  
of thousands in our community. Congratulations  
on these amazing achievements – you are heroes!

75
Gallon
Gail L

CONGRATULATIONS TO LEHIGH UNIVERSITY, 
announced as winner of the 2026 Blood Donor Madness 
competition during a celebration held at Coca-Cola Park. 
As winner, Lehigh received a $10,000 gift to its scholarship 
fund. Special thanks to sponsors BSI Corporate Benefits and 
Capital Blue for your support of this annual event. 13 regional 
colleges and universities participated in this year’s competi-
tion, collecting more than 550 blood donations, impacting 
approximately 1,500 lives in our community.

>
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OUR HOSPITALS  
Miller-Keystone Blood Center is proud to provide blood products and services to many  
hospital systems in the region, including:

MILLER-KEYSTONE BLOOD CENTER

THE ONLY COMMUNITY BLOOD CENTER SERVING YOUR LOCAL HOSPITALS.

IN PA: 
ChristianaCare 
• ChristianaCare– Aston 
• ChristianaCare – West Grove

Geisinger Hospitals 
• Geisinger Bloomsburg Hospital 
• Geisinger Community Medical Center 
• Geisinger Jersey Shore Hospital 
• Geisinger Lewistown Hospital 
• Geisinger Medical Center 
• Geisinger Medical Center – Muncy 
• Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center 

Jefferson Health – Lehigh Valley  
Health Network 
• LVHN Cedar Crest 
• LVHN Muhlenberg 

St. Luke’s Hospitals
• Geisinger St. Luke’s Hospital 
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Allentown Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Anderson Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Carbon Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Easton Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Grand View Campus

CO M M U N I T Y CO N N E C T I O N 

• St. Luke’s Hospital – Lehighton Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Miners Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Monroe Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Sacred Heart Campus
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Upper Bucks Campus 
• St. Luke’s University Hospital – Bethlehem Campus

Temple Health 
• Chestnut Hill Hospital 
• Temple University Hospital – Main 
• Woman and Families Hospital 

Tower Health 
• Phoenixville Hospital  
• Pottstown Hospital 
• Reading Hospital

WellSpan
• WellSpan Carlisle Hospital 
• WellSpan Newberry Hospital 
• WellSpan Shrewsbury Hospital 

IN NJ:
• Hunterdon Health
• St. Luke’s Hospital – Warren Campus
• Summit Health – Berkeley Heights
• Summit Health – Florham Park

For details on MKBC’s Platelet Warrior Club, Universal Hero Club 
or Frequent Lifesaver Rewards Club, scan the QR code or visit 
GIVEaPINT.org!




