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BERC Marks Five Years of Strengthening the U.S. Emergency Blood Supply

Miller-Keystone Blood Center Continues To Support National Disaster Response Network

LEHIGH VALLEY, PA - This month marks the fifth anniversary of the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps, or
BERC, a national network of community blood centers working together to ensure blood is available if or
when disasters strike.

Established with seven participating blood centers in 2021, BERC has grown to include 38 blood centers
across the country. Miller-Keystone Blood Center (MKBC) has proudly participated in the program for more
than four years, helping ensure that lifesaving blood products are available wherever and whenever they are
needed most.

"No one wishes for a major disaster or tragedy to impact their community," said MKBC's Hope Dorn, Vice
President of Operational Services. "But unfortunately, these events do occur, often without warning. Our
participation in the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps reflects a commitment to helping communities across
the country during times of crisis, while also ensuring that, if disaster were ever to strike closer to home, a
nationwide network of blood centers would be ready to support our patients as well."

BERC was created to provide an immediate response to mass casualty events or natural disasters that may
require large quantities of blood in a short period of time. Rather than pressuring regional blood centers in a
time of crisis, participating BERC members serve on a rotating "on-call" schedule throughout the year,
collecting additional donations while maintaining their local blood supply. This creates extra blood inventory
available for immediate export in an emergency situation. When activated, the BERC network can provide up
to 150 units of blood on a moment's notice.

Since its inception in 2021, BERC has been activated 18 times in response to mass casualty events and
natural disasters, shipping more than 1,600 units of blood to communities in need. These events include:

e March 2026: Mass Shooting (Austin, TX) e May 2022: School Shooting (Uvalde, TX)
e  August 2025: Tour Bus Crash (Western NY) e December 2021: Tornadoes (Mississippi Valley)
e  August 2024: Hurricane Debby (Florida) e September 2021: Mass Shooting (Collierville, TN)

e July 2024: Ransomware Cyberattack (Southeast US)
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Dorn notes that while BERC helps ensure that additional blood products are available during times of
emergency, participating blood centers must also maintain a strong regional blood supply. These
organizations must meet the ongoing needs of the local community, while maintaining a critical reserve that
can be shipped at a moment's notice if BERC is activated.

"The United States continues to experience a significant blood shortage across the country," Dorn added.
"A strong donor base is critical.. not only for patients in our regional hospitals, but also for communities
across the nation experiencing large-scale emergencies. We encourage all eligible
donors to schedule an appointment and help ensure blood is available whenever and
wherever lives depend on it."

To schedule an appointment, scan the QR code, visit GiveAPint.org, download the
MKBC App (available for Apple and Android devices), or call 800-B-A-DONOR (223-
6667), ext. 2.
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